
Project Proposal

Proposal Number: 1422Proposal Title: Nevershine 09

DWR Region: Southern Region Lead Agency: BLM

PM Phone: 4358656113

Project Description: 296 acres of PJ thinning/removal via BLM Stewardship contract

Proposed Start Date: 8/1/2009

Project Location: Nevershine Hollow - 6 miles south of Beaver

Shapefile Name: S:/DWR/HPD-2010/GIS Shape Files/1422.shp

Potential Risks: Local increase of Fire Hazard for short phase when cut slash is in "red needle" phase.  However, this will mitigate quickly as needles 
fall from stems and slash begins to decay.

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date:

Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat

Seed Source:

Regional Priority: Within Focus Area

Description of 
Problem/Need:

Dense stands of pinyon and juniper trees are common along I-15 through Nevershine Hollow; some of which is expansion into 
historic sagebrush communities, and some of which is perennial woodland forest.  The bulk of this treatment proposal falls into 
perennial forest where tree canopies have closed and competition between trees is strong.  Portions of these forests are adjacent to 
historic sagebrush communities.  Tree expansion (into sagebrush communities) and tree stand densification (in perennial forestlands) 
have reduced wildlife carrying capacity through reductions in available browse and forage.

Several fuels projects have been or are being completed to reduce tree cover in these adjacent historic sagebrush communities to 
favor sagebrush / grass vegetation types as well as reduce the threat from wildfire and improve wildlife habitat.  This project would 
help connect several of the current projects with wildlife corridors where vegetation and fuels have been modified.  It will treat some 
slopes that are not feasible to treat with mastication equipment (most of the project area falls on slopes that are 30% and less, 
however, some small portions are on slopes up to 35%).

Relevance to  
Strategic Plans:

This project will treat an interface zone between shrubsteppe and perennial pinyon-juniper woodland.  Potentially affected Tier II 
species include:  Ferruginous Hawk, Greater Sage Grouse (Historical), Townsend's Big-eared Bat, and Fringed Myotis.  Potentially 
affected Tier III species include:  Mule Deer, Merriam's Shrew, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Gray Vireo, Sage Sparrow, Sage 
Thrasher, Ring-necked Snake, Night Snake, and Western Skink.

This project will implement a portion of the South Beaver Vegetation Enhancement Project (EA completed 11/9/05).  It will connect 
South Beaver projects with Greenville Bench vegetation management projects.  It meets objectives outlined in the statewide mule 
deer conservation plan.

Proposed Methods: Thin pinyon-juniper forests by removing 50-67% of the tree canopy as follows:  remove 90%+ of the juniper and approximately 20-
50% of the pinyon to create a mosaic effect of variable densities of trees interspersed with open spaces.  Most trees would be 
removed from small inclusions of sagebrush communities to create open spaces dominated by sagebrush / grass community types.  
Most tree stands in the area are currently composed of a relatively even mix of pinyon and juniper, however, some of the north slopes 
are dominated by pinyon.

This project will be implemented through BLM’s Stewardship Contracting authority.  BLM “stewardship” contracts are combinations of 
service contracts and product contracts designed to achieve resource management objectives as well as provide for local 
employment and goods for local communities.  Service work would include cutting non-useable sized trees and treating slash to 
acceptable standards.  Product removal would include removal from the site of useable material >3” in diameter for various uses 
(most likely firewood and posts).  Removal of the larger material, where feasible, will help reduce large woody fuels.  Minor portions of 
the project area will receive lop & scatter treatments with no product removal due to product size, slopes, terrain, and inaccessibility 
for motorized removal of product. 

Due to the size of the area and the availability of stewardship contractors, the total area will be split up into three contract offerings 
spanning a two-year period.  Funding for State FY2010 is being requested for the first year of implementation.  The request for the 
2011 state fiscal year will be submitted in December 2009.  

Contracts would be advertised through FedBizOps and awarded on a “best value” basis (which takes into various considerations 
including cost to the government, benefits to local communities, contractor innovation regarding treatment methods and product 
utilization, contractor work proposals that recognize and enhance achievement of resource management objectives, etc).  Each 
stewardship contract would be awarded and funds obligated in the first fiscal year.  Contract duration would be set for multiple years 
to allow small contractors sufficient time to complete the project.

Objectives: Improve wildlife habitat for migrating deer and elk; reduce fuels and potential for rolling crown fire along I-15 corridor; improve health 
of trees retained on the site by reducing stand densities (and thus competition); increase forest health by providing for a future 
diversification of age class and size structures; and increase shrub, forb, and grass vegetation as ground cover and wildlife browse.

County: Beaver

Project Manager: Doug Page
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Project Proposal

Project Map:

Proposed 
NEPA Action:

Proposed 
Arch Action:

Monitoring 
Information:

Fixed photo points will be established and monitored for at least four years.  Points will be initiated in treatment areas prior to treatment 
with photos retaken at established points for three years following treatment to monitor understory vegetation release and overstory density 
changes.  At least 4 overview photo points are already established with before treatment pictures.  At least 3 more within-area photo points 
will be established before contract award.

Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

LAND OWNERSHIP

SPECIES BENEFITING

PROPOSED FUNDING

PROPOSED BUDGET

Grazing 
Management:

Item Description DWR Account  Partner Contrib. 

Other 1/2 of anticipated stewardship costs ($500/acre) $74,000.00 $0.00

Other 1/2 of anticipated stewardship costs ($500/acre) $0.00 $74,000.00

$74,000.00$74,000.00Totals

Source
Amount 

Requested
Date 

Approved
Amount 

Approved

BLM FLR $74,000.00 $74,000.00

BLM ARRA $74,000.00 3/12/2009 $74,000.00

$148,000.00$148,000.00Totals

Owner Acres

BLM 296

Total 296

Mule Deer Elk
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